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Navigating Business Resources Using Concept Maps
Introduction
Navigating the array of business databases is a 
recurring challenge for students.  The spread of 
LibGuides, and similar database lists, across library 
websites has created an abundance of tabbed lists of 
resources.  As helpful as Libguides are for providing 
access to these resources they can also seem quite 
overwhelming to students who are simply trying to 
find the answer to their question.
Concept Mapping is a process where prior knowledge 
is organized and displayed visually using a method 
of shapes and lines to show relationships across the 
information content.  It is an effective method for 
displaying individual understanding of a subject.  It can 
also be effective in transfering conceptual knowledge.
The goal of this project is to create subject-specific 
concept maps to aid students in selecting appropriate 
databases for their information need.  The maps will 
be designed to connect with the students' likely 
information questions; in effect giving them a 
'decision' map that will guide them to a likely resource
based on the choices they make traversing the map.  
These maps will serve as a supplement or alternative
to our already existing Libguides.
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Exposure
The concept maps are linked directly from the Parrish 
Library's homepage, as well as within the subject guide 
links.  They are embedded as an image to display what 
the map will look like for the user.  The maps are also 
highlighted during instruction sessions. 
Roland G.Parrish Library of Management & Economics
http://www.lib.purdue.edu/parrish
Assoc. Prof. Hal Kirkwood kirkwood@purdue.edu
SpicyNodes
SpicyNodes.com was selected as the 
preferred mapping tool for its varied 
features and functionality, ability to 
connect within a map and to a seperate 
map, ability to reuse resources, and its 
overall elegance and attractiveness.  









The internal view of SpicyNodes show 
how the maps, nodes, and resources 
are added and edited. 
Feedback & Success
Thus far the feedback has been 
very positive on the few maps 
made public.  It has been especially 
helpful for non-management 
students and for training library 
staff & student workers.
Challenges
Key challenges include the time and 
effort to create the map. Especially 
designing the questions from the 
user perspective and providing an 
adequate, but not overwhelming 
amount of additional information.
Future Plans
Developing the maps is the primary 
focus.  There is some concern that 
SpicyNodes may not continue to 
support, or even offer, the mapping 
tool.  This will require rebuilding the 
maps in an alternative tool.  Lucid 
Chart and Cmap are the 2 alternative 
mapping tools under consideration.  
Lucid Chart
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